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In the most recent year of data, 125 for-profit colleges ranked in the top 10% of all postsecondary 
institutions for 10-year return on investment. Graduates of these institutions were quickly able to 
realize strong returns from their investment in furthering their education. 

The top 10 for-profit colleges for 10-year ROI are: 

Rank Institution Name
Predominant 
Degree

10-year ROI

2 Unitek College - South San Francisco (CA) Certificate $607,000

3 Unitek College - Hayward (CA) Certificate $605,000

7 Brownson Technical School (CA) Certificate $547,000

14 St Paul's School of Nursing-Queens (NY) Associate's $500,000

16 Marian Health Careers Center - Los Angeles (CA) Certificate $493,000

19 Marian Health Careers Center - Van Nuys (CA) Certificate $485,000

23 Center for Allied Health Education (NY) Certificate $476,000

29 Divers Institute of Technology (WA) Certificate $458,000

33
New England Tractor Trailer Training School of 
Massachusetts (MA)

Certificate $448,000

34
New England Tractor Trailer Training School of   
Rhode Island (RI)

Certificate $448,000

Ninety-one percent of these top-ranked colleges were predominately certificate or associate’s 
degree granting institutions, showcasing the strengths of for-profit career colleges. Given the 
shorter duration of these programs, students are often able to spend less money on their degree 
and enter the workforce sooner. Short-term ROI is generally higher for these programs than 
bachelor’s programs since the calculations assume that certificate and associate’s degree holders 
will have more years of work and therefore more earnings in the first years after enrolling. 



Long-term return on investment

In longer-term ROI calculations, for-profit colleges continued to be showcased in the top 10 
percent of schools, with more universities conferring primarily bachelor’s degrees entering the top 
10 percent of schools. Bachelor’s degrees tended to fare better in long-term ROI calculations 
compared to certificates and Associate’s degrees.

The top 10 for-profit colleges for 40-year ROI are: 

Rank Institution Name
Predominant 
Degree

40-year ROI

17 West Coast University - Dallas  (TX) Bachelor’s $3,525,000

19 West Coast University - Orange County (CA) Bachelor’s $3,479,000

21 West Coast University - Miami (FL) Bachelor’s $3,464,000

28 West Coast University - Ontario (CA) Bachelor’s $3,408,000

30 West Coast University - Los Angeles (CA) Bachelor’s $3,397,000

31 St Paul’s School of Nursing - Staten Island  (NY) Associate’s $3,386,000

35 Neumont College of Computer Science (UT) Bachelor’s $3,378,000

37 Unitek College - South San Francisco (CA) Certificate $3,369,000

38 Unitek College - Hayward (CA) Certificate $3,367,000

39 St Paul’s School of Nursing-Queens (NY) Associate’s $3,352,000

NOTE: The vast majority of institutions are included as long as the College Scorecard is able to gather data about 

them. Some very small institutions are not included in the College Scorecard for privacy reasons—their cohorts of 

students are so small that releasing earnings data might violate the privacy of individual students.
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